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Synopsis

General Treyvon Rayner is the Supreme Commander of the Kaliszian Defenses. He is the cousin
and trusted friend of the Kaliszian Emperor, Emperor Liron Kalinin, in spite of Treyvon’s ancestor
being one of the causes of the Great Infection so many centuries ago. It is never far from Treyvon’s
mind, and he vowed he’d spend his entire life trying to make things right. Chef Jennifer Neibaur
dreamed of traveling to exotic places, of experiencing different cuisines, and learning how to
prepare them. Her dream came true, but at a high price. She lost her sister. Her husband died. And
she was severely injured. All that was enough for her to welcome death. But for a chef to end up in
a place where food was just sustenance, and never something enjoyed, was the ultimate
punishment. Two strong, honorable people are both trying to find forgiveness and redeem
themselves for things that were out of their control. Neither is looking for love. But if they can accept

it, the forgiveness they find might be for more than just themselves.
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Customer Reviews

THANKS M. K. YOU'RE GREAT!Although that | agree with other readers that the end could feel a
bit rushed (mainly because | don’t want the book to end), | think she has tied the losen threads of
the previous books nicely. Example: It was mentioned in "A Grim Holliday" that Ull will be sent to
Earth, now we know why: to trade intel for chocolate, off course ;DNow, we sit and wait, not only for
Callen&Rebecca’s book (and Nihkhil&Mac’s baby), but for UlI&WhoKnows (maybe a boyfriend
instead of a girl? Ull still feels undefined to me) and for Liron&A-refugee-from-the-other-sip that

helps him to unveil the plot against his empire?AND... | think that -maybe- Gryf is still alive in that



little planet with atmosphere in the asteroid cloud where the enemy ships where hiding... they have
to have some bunkers there. But he is not alone, because: what was in that cargo hold that he must
show instead of tell to Treyvon? Why the secrecy? I'm thinking that he find not another terran but an
exotic rashan, that race of wich we know nothing except there is a border fight with the kaliszians

and that there are warriors too...Oh, my! To wait, again for the next! ;D

Well worth the wait! I've really enjoyed the Tornian & Kaliszian series - I've reread them numerous
times - my favorite continues to be Grim. This well-paced story continues to add to the world-build
and overall storyline. The interactions between characters was believable - the men were strong &
protective, the female lead strong-natured - bringing change to her world by utilizing her skillset.
This is an aspect to this author’s books | really enjoy. The emotional & character struggles were not
overwrought which | also appreciated.l'd say my disappointment was in the lack of fighting scenes -
I’'m not saying there weren’t any but they were nominal. brief one-on-ones - not wow! Both races -
the Tornians & the Kaliszians are hyped up as big warriors who train constantly but in these two
Kaliszian books there was little battle. | like a combination of action, sex and interpersonal scenes. |
think that's what's been so riveting about the Tornian series - a great balance of all. I(Similar to
Michelle Howard's first couple of Warlord books).l was happy with the ending & the set-up for the
next in the series. The book was a great length - longer than normal - which | appreciated - & didn’t
flag or get redundant. I'm not sure its a great book to start with if you haven’t read any of the others

though... Again - well worth the wait.

| loved this book!! | started reading it and didn’t stop until | finished it (yes that also means | didn’t
sleep last night)! I love this universe! So many questions were answered in this book: Will "Elite
Warrior" Parlan get his comeuppance? Who was the female Parlan was plotting with? Will Jen and
Kim be reunited? Will Jen’s body ever fully heal? Will Jen use her cooking skills to help the
Kaliszians?There are so many new (extremely well written) plots unfurled in this book that I'm
already frothing at the mouth for more!llAll | can say is GET THIS BOOK! It's so worth it!On a side
note: I've noticed some people complaining about various editing issues in the past books. While |
have noticed them, to me, they haven’t detracted from my overall enjoyment of the story. | will say
that while | noticed some in this book, there aren’t nearly as many as there have been in previous

books.

Even though | really like her books, | have to take off a star for editing. Come on, by this time there



should be no errors! She has written many books and has a great voice. There is no excuse for not
getting a professional editor at this point. It is almost like a friend edits but gives up correcting
grammatical and usage mistakes by the time they reach last quarter of the book.Some may feel this
is petty, but it is incredibly distracting and ridiculous for a published work we have purchased at full
price.Also, just a small criticism, but | notice that to make the female characters appear strong, the
characters react by shouting and being angry. While | understand they may have legitimate
grievances, it often feels ill-placed. Why would you yell at the messenger ? Furthermore one that
has been kind and sweet? (Mac yelling at Maysa about patient privacy). It makes them seem
childish rather than strong. There are so many other ways those situations could be described or

handled that would make them appear like strong, forceful women without them looking brat-ish.
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